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of the disease is carefully outlined and clearly defined. The 
subject matter is emphasized by explanatory cuts many of which 
are original. The surgical and mechanical principles employed 
and the results obtained thereby, seem-to be given impartially. 

This work should serve to deepen interest in this subject and 
reflects great credit upon its author. W. J. M. 


Diseases of the Skin. By David Walsh, M.D., Senior Phy¬ 
sician, Western Skin Hospital, London, etc. Pp. 298; 29 illustra¬ 
tions. New York: William Wood & Co. 

The writer has prepared a concise and readable little volume, 
containing a few excellent illustrations. The subject has been 
divided into disorders of circulation, disorders of nerve origin, 
common inflammatory dermatoses, disorders of the sebaceous 
glands, of the sudoriferous glands, of the hair and nails, of pig¬ 
mentation, of vascular origin, hypertrophic and atrophic derma¬ 
toses, newgrowths, parasitic dermatoses, and cerain general dis¬ 
eases affecting the skin. The author has made an innovation in 
classing epidermolysis bullosa and prurigo as angioneuroses under 
the heading of disorders of circulation. It is also rather debatable 
whether pellagra should be placed under the parasitic dermatoses, 
notwithstanding the important investigation of Sambon. The 
various diagnostic tests, biological investigations, and the newer 
methods of treating syphilis are described. F. C. K. 


The Microtomist’s Vade Mecum. A Handbook of the Methods 
of Microscopic Anatomy. By Arthur Bolles Lee. Seventh 
edition; pp. 526. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston’s Son & Co. 

The usefulness of a book on methods depends very largely on 
the extent of the personal experience of the author with the man¬ 
ipulations described. By this test Lee’s book must be regarded 
highly, for there is no other author writing in English, who has 
had such a long and varied experience as the writer of this book 
on microscopic methods. The book first appeared in 1885, and in 
the succeeding editions which have appeared in the interval, the 
revisions have been so complete that each new edition has come 
to be regarded as almost a necessity for those interested in the 
preparation of tissues for microscopic study. In the seventh 
edition the size of the book remains unaltered, but by the omission 
of out-of-date matter the author has managed to introduce much 
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new information, more than 700 additional entries appearing in 
the index. The sections relating to the blood and blood-parasite 
have been rewritten, and the various modifications of the silver 
staining of neurofibrils by' the methods of Ramon,y Cajal and 
Bielschowsky are described at length. An interesting new item 
concerns Gilson’s Sandarac mounting media, which dispense with 
the use of clearing agents and confer on unstained or feebly stained 
objects a greater degree of visibility. This would be especially 
useful in delicate cytological work. In addition there is the usual 
good discussion of well-tried methods which makes the book a 
guide to be trusted, and useful not only to the laboratory worker, 
but to all seeking information on microscopic technique. 

W. F. A. 


Clinical-Surgical Diagnosis. By F. de QuErvain, Professor 
of Surgery and Director of Surgical Clinic at the University of 
Basle. Translated from the fourth edition; pp. 779; 510 illus¬ 
trations and 4 plates. New York: Wm. Wood & Company. 

The author has produced a work that is exceedingly valuable 
to the student and practitioner. From his position as a teacher 
he is well fitted to present his subject in a rational, practical, and 
detailed manner. 

The question of diagnosis only is considered. The methods of 
investigation are those that can readily be used by the practitioner, 
comprising, the bacteriological, histological, and radiographic 
phases of the study. The diagnosis in each case is arrived at by a 
clear representation of important symptoms, they being no useless, 
theorizing or deviation into purely academic questions. 

The work is purely a clinical diagnosis and the reader hunting 
for help is not burdened by having to read through pages of allied 
subjects. The book is a good one and well worth careful study. 

E. L. E. 


Handbook op Diseases of the Rectum. By Louis J. Hirschman, 
M.D., President of the American Proctologic Society, Lecturer 
on Rectal Surgery and Clinical Professor of Proctology, Detroit 
College of Medicine. Second edition; pp. 339; 172 illustrations, 
including 4 colored plates. St. Louis: C. V. Mosby Co. 

In spite of the warning sounded in the chapter on the Limita¬ 
tions of Office Treatment, we feel that the author has fallen into 
the error, so common among those who write books on special 
subjects for the use of the general practitioner, of including too 



